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DEMOGRAPHIC PROBLEMS OF KAKHET]I
REGION

ABSTRACT. The demographic development of Georgia and the trends of the
current demographic processes are discussed by Georgian demographers in general,
throughout the country. There are relatively few researches performed in the direc-
tion of regional demography. Kakheti region is an important region of Georgia from
both socio-economic and demographic point of view. According to the data of 2021,
the population of Kakheti is slightly more than 8 percent of the population of
Georgia (310 thousand), and it is inferior in number only to Adjara, Imereti and
Kvemo Kartli. The purpose of the article is to reveal the modern trends of
demographic processes in the Kakheti region and reveal the quantitative analysis. In
order to achieve this goal, in the article I analyzed the statistical characteristics of the
current demographic processes in Kakheti. On the basis of which, argumentative
conclusions were developed in full compliance with the ethics of statistics. In the
process of working on the article, the database of the National Statistical Service of
Georgia was used. According to the data of the National Statistical Service of
Georgia, the tendency of the population of Kakheti to decrease has been recorded
since the 90s of the last century. By 2021, the population of Kakheti region amounted
to 309.6 thousand people, which decreased by 0.005% compated to the previous
year, and decreased by 0.2% compared to 2010 (Georgian National Statistics Service).
We can clearly see that the population of the Kakheti region is characterized by a
sharp decreasing trend, which is clearly visible in the diagram. It is interesting to
discuss the population in Georgia in terms of birth, mortality, natural increase and
migration. In the Kakheti region, as well as in the whole of Georgia, social, political,
ethnic, psychological and economic problems, which affect the socio-economic
situation of each family, are the reasons for the decrease in the birth rate. The issue of
mortality and life expectancy is no less problematic. The increase in mortality over
time was typical for all regions, including the Kakheti region, which is mainly the
result of demographic aging. Life expectancy at birth for men in the Kakheti region is
68.9 years, and for women - 76.5 years. Migration has a significant impact on the
demographic structure of the population. The influence of migration on the social
and ethnic structure of the population, the distribution and settlement of the
population is also great. The main reasons for migration are socio-economic, but
political and military reasons, as well as natural conditions, are also important.
Internal migration is a special problem. A large part of the population has moved to
the capitals. According to the data of the general census, which was conducted in
2014, the population has decteased by more than 600 thousand. The rural population
has decreased by almost 24%. In order to reduce internal migration, the government
must ensure that the population returns to the mountainous regions and villages, so
that the villages and regions are not depopulated. Based on the materials of the 2014
population census, the internal migrants of the Kakheti region made up 8.6%. It can
be said that the Kakheti region is facing the trend of population reduction and aging
of the nation at the same time. To stop all this, it is necessary to conduct an active
demographic policy.
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