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THE FINAL STAGE OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE
POLITICAL SITUATION IN GEORGIA IN 1917

Abstract. 1914-1921 is one of the most difficult periods in the history of Georgia. During this most
difficult period, the country endured the stormy days of the Russian February Revolution of 1917 and
the October revolutions. But with self-sacrificing battles and courageous actions of national forces,
independence was restored. These years were even more painful from the point of view that certain
regions of the country experienced the occupation of foreign countries several times.

The topic of the history of the research period has become especially relevant since the beginning
of the 90’s of the twentieth century. However, many details and features of these relationships have not
yet been fully investigated, fully studied and scientifically substantiated.

After the heavy political battles that developed in the Russian Empire in 1917, the social democrats
became the vanguard of the national liberation struggle in Georgia, but at first they did not raise the
issue of restoring national sovereignty. This could be due to the fact that at that time the political parties
operating in Georgia had difficulty making independent decisions. It is true that the revolution forced
Russia to give up active foreign policy, but it tried to interfere in the affairs of Transcaucasia.

This is what led to the fact that social democrats and social federalists did not fight for national
independence, but were satisfied only with broad autonomy, the legalization and practical
implementation of which should be decided by the constituent assembly of the Russian Provisional
Government. We share with the famous researcher of Georgian history historian Z. Avalishvili's opinion
that at that stage, "no one thought of severing the state connection with Russia; Just as they didn't think
about it in Estonia, Latvia and other parts of Russia. In this regard, it can be said that Georgia was on
par with others’’.

The small group of Georgian intellectuals, which was formed into the National Democratic Party
in 1917, represented an important force in the national liberation struggle. They directly continued the
program of the previous national liberation movement called ,, Tergdaleulebi* and considered the 1783
treaty as the basis of the relationship. (G. Dekanozishvili, T. Sakhokia, P. Surguladze, L. Kereselidze, G.
Machabeli and others).

In connection with the mentioned issue, Professor Sh. Vadachkoria thinks that it is the correct
political orientation of the social democrats that led to the restoration of Georgia's state independence.
"Georgia's independence, renewal and perfection of its statehood and Georgian social democracy are
inseparable from each other”. We partially agree with the above-mentioned opinion and consider that it
is wrong to ignore the contribution of the Social Democratic Party in this case.

On October 25, 1917, the Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government in the capital of the
empire. On October 26, members of the Provisional Government, including Kerensky, were arrested in
the Winter Palace. A Soviet government was established in Russia. After this coup d'état, the
Transcaucasian de facto government, "Ozakom", lost its purpose. The missions of the Entente states
wanted to create a government independent from Bolshevik Russia in Transcaucasia.

We think that the creation of the Transcaucasian Commissariat was a politically correct step,
since Transcaucasia was officially separated from Soviet Russia by the creation of a new regional body,
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but only until the restoration of the legal authority of Russia, which was an indication that Transcaucasia
would not be declared an independent state. It was not favorable for Transcaucasia to remove the
Caucasus Front, because otherwise it might lead to the strengthening of aggression from Turkey, and
the forced occupation of Transcaucasia countries.

Key words: Transcaucasia geopolitics; social federalists; National Democrats; Transcaucasian
Commissariat.
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